
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Principal’s Message – It is hard to believe that it is already December and that we are only a few weeks 

away from the holidays. So many memorable events have happened here at school that the time seems to fly by! Please 
make sure to review the December calendar, as there are many more events scheduled during the month. 
 
We have undertaken a successful food drive and the items have been donated to the Community Food Share serving 
Stormont and Dundas counties. Many thanks to everyone who donated items to this cause. 
 
I hope that everyone is able to attend our Christmas Show on the 14th of December (snow date 15th). The students have 
been working diligently over the past weeks and are looking forward to performing. 
 
And, as always, many thanks to our School Council who continue to play a strong role in supporting our students and the 
community. 
 
It is with regret that I have to leave NSPS on November 30th. I have greatly enjoyed my time here as Principal and will 
certainly miss the many new friends I have made since September. I would like to thank the community for their 
unwavering support of the school and our students. 
 
Please join me in welcoming our new co-Principal, Ms. Janet Gellately, who will be taking on the role immediately and will 
team up with Mr. Harty, when he returns, to support the school community for the remainder of the school year. 
 

Respectfully, 
 
T. Power  

 

 

 

Christmas Food Drive 
Our annual Christmas Food Drive was a little early this year due to the Holiday Train coming into town.  We were able to 
raise over 200 items for the local food bank.  Thank you to everyone for participating! 

 

December Character Trait – Generosity! 
December is generosity month at NSPS and we will once again be helping out those in need by collecting some personal 
hygiene products.  We will be filling used purses (or gift bags) with everyday essentials.  Here are some items that we are 
looking for: used purses, toothbrushes, toothpaste, toiletries from hotel stays, bars of soap, mouthwash, Kleenex, 
deodorant, shampoo, bandaids, cotton swabs, etc...  Many of us have some extras of these items at home and there are 
many people who would greatly appreciate them.  Donations will be accepted until Friday, December 15th.  We thank you 
in advance for your generosity! 

 

Christmas Crafts 
Once again, Mrs. Barzso-Paul is holding workshops for students to make a variety of Christmas crafts.  A sign up sheet 
has already gone home. 
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 GENEROSITY is sharing, giving of yourself to help others without 

expecting anything in return. 



Upper Canada Playhouse 
Grades 1 to 6 will be attending the play “Mistletoe Magic” at the Upper Canada Playhouse on Tuesday, December 12th.  
Thank you to School Council for once again paying for our transportation to the show.  Tickets for the show will be 
covered by money raised during our recent Little Caesar’s fundraiser. 
 

Christmas Concert 
On Thursday, December 14th, (snowdate Friday, Dec. 15), we will be holding our Christmas 

Concert at North Stormont Public School starting at 12:40 p.m.   Students will be participating in 

their classroom groups to demonstrate what they have been learning with the help of Ms. 

Huisman and our Music Program.  Families are welcome to join us!   

Christmas Door Decorating 
Last year’s holiday door decorating was so much fun that we are going to do it again!!!  Doors will be decorated in time 
for our Christmas Concert on December 14th.  Make sure to take a walk around that day and see what our imaginations 
can create. 
 

Santa’s Workshop 
On December 5th and 6th students will have a chance to shop for family and friends at Santa’s 
Workshop.  We are asking for donations of new or gently used items to stock our workshop.  
Remember, these items are things that you know others would like to receive as a gift.  Leftover 
items will be donated to a charitable organization.  If you have any extra gift bags and Christmas 
cards, they would also be appreciated so that we can send the gifts home already wrapped.  
Proceeds from Santa’s Workshop will go towards Champions For Kids.   
 
Volunteers are needed to help the students with their shopping experience.  If you are 

able to lend a hand, please contact the school. 

 

Christmas Luncheon 
The School Council will be having its annual Christmas Dinner on Wednesday, December 20th (snow date Thursday, 
December 21st).  This is a free meal for the students.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Tara Lynn Chenier at 
tara_lynn_w@hotmail.com or (613) 551-7184 for more details.  We thank our valued School Council for carrying on this 
wonderful tradition. 

 

Spirit Day and Character Education Assembly 
Our next Character Ed Assembly will be held this Friday, December 1st at 1:00.  We will finish “Courage” 
and move on to “Generosity”. 
 
Our next spirit day will be held on December 22nd = Red/White/Green and Christmas Hat 
day.  Students are encouraged to wear red, white and green, a Santa hat, Christmas head 
bands and/or any hat that sparkles for the Holiday Season.   

 

Christmas Pictures 
Look out for our students’ Letters to Santa and artwork!  They will be soon be appearing in the Christmas Greetings 
section of the Chesterville Record as well as online at Nation Valley News (www.nationvalleynews.com or Facebook at 
nationvalleynews). 
 

New School Website 
North Stormont Public School has a new website.  Please visit us at - http://northstormont.ucdsb.on.ca/. 

 

School Council 
The next meeting of NSPS School Council will be Wednesday, January 10th, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend. 

 

mailto:tara_lynn_w@hotmail.com
http://www.nationvalleynews.com/
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Gifts For Staff... Think Library Fund Instead! 
Families sometimes wish to show their appreciation towards our staff for their hard work with our students.  Christmas is 
one of the times that this often occurs. Your thoughtfulness and generosity is very much appreciated by the school staff. 
This year, at North Stormont Public School, we would ask that families not buy gifts for staff.  If you wish, you may make 
a donation towards our school library fund.  This money will be used to purchase new books for the library.    
 

Winter Clothing 
As the snow and colder weather arrives, it is imperative that students of all ages come to school dressed for wellness 
breaks outdoors. All students are required to wear coats outside. Please ensure that your child is coming to school 
with his or her coat, along with appropriate winter footwear and accessories. 

 

Christmas Vacation 
The last day of school before the Christmas Break will be Friday, December 22nd, 2017.  Classes will resume again on 
Monday, January 8th, 2018. 
 

News from our Community Partners 
 

News from the Eastern Ontario Health Unit 
Help Develop Your Child’s Speech with the EOHU’s Let’s Talk! Video Series 
 
The communication skills children develop in their early years have a major impact on their experiences throughout their 
entire lives. As a parent, you play an important role in helping to support and promote your child’s speech and language 
skills, but may not know where to start. 
 
That’s where the Eastern Ontario Health Unit’s (EOHU) Let’s Talk! Tips for Building Your Child’s Speech and Language 
Skills video series comes in. The series was produced to help parents strengthen their children’s communication skills 
between birth and age five. The series of seven videos will help parents make sure their children’s language development 
is on track and how they can help. 
 
The videos cover some of the communication milestones children should be reaching during their first years of life. The 
series also provides parents with tips and strategies they can use to help their children as they develop their speech and 
language skills. The videos are available online at www.eohu.ca/talk and can be viewed on computers, tablets or 
smartphones. DVD copies are also available at the EOHU’s offices. 
 

Triple-P Presentation 
Because your child didn’t come with an instruction manual… Take the guesswork out of parenting.  Start Your 
Triple P Today.  DISCUSSION GROUP for parents with children ages 0-12 - Brings together parents who are experiencing 
similar parenting challenges.  – January 10, 2018 - 1:30-3:30 pm - Dillabough Centre, 550 Louise Street, Winchester. 
There are four topics covered: 
• Dealing with disobedience 
• Managing fighting and aggression 
• Developing good bedtime routines 
• Hassle-free shopping with children 
For more information and to register, call us at 1 844 362-8593. 

http://www.eohu.ca/talk


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Literacy: 
Our class has been learning to make connections to a variety of stories. Personal connections, connections to other stories 
and larger connections to the world. When reading with your child ask your child to make a connection to the book being 
read. Some prompts are: What does this story remind you of? Can you relate to the characters in the story? Does the 
main character remind you of another character from another story? How is this text similar/different to other’s you have 
read? What does this remind you of in the real world? Readers gain a deeper understanding of a text when they make 
authentic connections. Students will continue to exchange nightly reading books daily till Thursday, December 14th .The At 
Home Reading program will resume in January. Students continue to write for a variety of purposes. Most recently, the 
class wrote letters to Santa. We explored all the elements that a friendly letter should have to be complete. The class was 
very enthusiastic throughout the writing process. 
  
Math: 
We will finish up our geometry unit this week. We have focussed on 2-dimensional shapes. In our morning math centers 
students have identified many shapes, sorted and classified, used shapes in a variety of ways demonstrating spatial 
awareness and explored the geometric attributes of each shape. The grade 1’s and 2’s also explore symmetry. Our focus 
will be on 3-dimensional figures in the New Year. We continue to use Number Talks and Number Strings during our 
morning math time. These strategies help children to learn to reason with numbers, make arguments for their thinking, 
critically think about other possibilities and build a solid and flexible understanding of numbers. Ask your child what hand 
signals they use to show that they are thinking, if they have a solution and a strategy for the problem and if they agree 
with the answer. The class has picked these up very quickly! 
  
It has been a pleasure teaching your children over the last three months. They continue to amaze me every day. Their 
ability to persevere when faced with challenges, their positive attitude and their desire to learn is wonderful. I hope you 
enjoy the holiday season with friends and family. Merry Christmas! 
 

Ms. N.  Heyes 

 

 Happy December! 
I can honestly not believe that it is almost Christmas already! As you can tell we have had a sudden change in weather 
that requires a different set of outdoor clothing. I make sure they are wearing all of the outdoor clothes that you send 
with them on when they go outside. An extra set of mitts or socks are always a good thing to pack in their book bags just 
in case though! 

 
This month is going to be going by super-fast! We’re going to explore Perimeter, Area, and Temperature in Math. Please 
continue to practice multiplication at home with your little beans! During Language we are focused on writing letters to 
our new pen pals at Bridgewood Public School! Ask your little one about their pen pal! We are wrapping up our Social 
Studies unit on Physical Regions in Canada and are going to be looking back to Pioneers and their lives. 

 



The average child in the United States spends 

roughly 4 hours and 29 minutes a day 

watching TV, 2 hours and 31 minutes 

listening to music, and 1 hour and 13 minutes 

playing video games. And how much of their 

leisure time to do they spend reading 

nonfiction? 

Less than 4 minutes a day. 

(Goodwin and Miller, 2013) 

 

We will start to work on some volleyball skills during Physical Education. Bumping, volleying, and serving are our main 
focuses at the moment as well as getting our hearts pumping! By the end of December, we will wrap up our Science unit 
on Habitats and start on a fresh unit in January. 

 
Book in a Bag continues. I've got different activities going home and if your child is unsure of what they are supposed to 
do you can always message me on ClassDojo! Speaking of which, if you aren't already registered, it is a great program to 
get in contact with me and see how your child is doing in class!  Happy Holidays! 

Ms.Mac 
 

  
 
 
Language: 
Students have been reading a variety of non-fiction texts.  They have 
analyzed articles, reports, and accounts of events.  Currently they are 
publishing a news report, and are learning to edit their own writing for 
punctuation, sentence structure, grammar, and features of publication.  
We are also linking our non-fiction reading and writing with Health, 
Science and Social Studies. 
 
This month we will review cursive writing.  Expect to see some practice 
sheets arrive home on Mondays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Math: 
Students have been focused on the question, “does it make sense” in relation to whole numbers and decimal numbers.   

 Does it make sense that your estimate and final sum are not close?  

 Does it make sense that the change for items that you bought was more money than what you started with? 

 Does it make sense that   =  on your grid paper? 

 
1 Students working with relational rods. 

 
Students will begin exploring data in the world around them and across curriculum (e.g. childhood obesity data, Canadian 
poverty data, number of participants in a given school event, Statistics Canada).  Data is everywhere and students will 
learn how to interpret it.  Students will be using a variety of applications such as Canadian Census Class, and Create a 
Graph, in order to read and to display data.   
 

Students working with number lines and 

decimals. 



Christmas Craft Club:  
Beginning the week of December 4th, students will have the opportunity to join the Christmas Craft Club 
to be held during recesses.  Sign up sheets were sent home last week.  During the morning 
announcements, students will be informed when it is their turn for crafts.  Students who are ill on their 
scheduled day will have the opportunity to create their crafts. The schedule will also be posted outside 
of Ms. Barzso-Paul’s room and teachers will remind students.  Please note that many of the crafts will 
be used to decorate the school and will not go home until the last day of school before the holidays. 
 
          M. Barzso-Paul 
 
Social Studies: 
In Social Studies this month, the grade 5/6 students are going to further enhance their understanding of relationships 
between First Nations and Europeans (grade 5) and relationships between people who immigrated to Canada in the 
past and Canadians (grade 6). 
          C. Bray 
 
 

 

  
 
 

The Staff of NSPS Would Like to Wish You a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy and Safe Holiday. 
 


